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out the campaign imposed on the cavalry, was enormous,
Mincjful of his brilliant successes against the Prussians in 1806
and 1807, he thought that cavalry cotild do anything, and
march twelve or fifteen leagues a day, the only thing neces-
sary being to bring the heads of his columns in contact with
the enemy. But the conditions were much changed by the
climate, the difficulty of getting forage, the length of the
campaign, and, above all, Russian tenacity. Thus when we
arrived at Moscow half the cavalry had no horses, andMurat
destroyed the rest in the province of Kalouga. Proud of his
stature and his courage, and always bedizened in strange but
brilliant costumes, the prince had attracted the notice of the
enemy, and liked to parley with them, exchanging presents
with the Cossack leaders. Kutusoff took advantage of these
meetings to keep up false hopes of peace, which were passed
on from Murat to the Emperor. But one day the same
enemy who said he was growing weak roused himself, slipped
through our cantonments, and walked off with several
baggage-trains, a squadron of dragoons of the guard, and a
battalion of the line. From that time Napoleon forbade all
communication with the Russians except by his authority.

He did not, however, lose all hope of peace. On October 4
he sent General Lauriston to KutusofTs headquarters. The
cunning Russian showed Lauriston a letter from himself to
the Emperor Alexander urging him to accept the French
proposals, seeing, as he said, that the Russian army was in no
state to continue the war. But hardly had the officer bearing                              j' [

this   despatch   started   for   St.   Petersburg,  furnished  by                              \;.

Lauriston with a passport to guard him against attack from                              I;

any of our people who were prowling between the two armies^                             \.

when Kutusoff sent a second aide-de-camp to his Emperor.                              >j;|-

Having no French passport he was caught by our patrols^                             ( j

arrested as lawful prize, and Ms despatches sent to Napoleon.,                             f'

They contained the very opposite of what Kutusoff had shown                              I, |,

to Lauriston.    In fact, the Russian marshal, after begging                              j p

his sovereign not to treat with the French, announced that                              \\\>\

Admiral Tchichagoff's  army, having left Wallachia after                         J'J;;

peace made with the Turks, was advancing on Minsk to cut                         -'ll/but all fled without fighting; so that I had the pleasure of               /',
